
On Saturday October 25, 2014 team 

E4 set up a community event at the 

Nashua Public Library.  The event was 

held from 9:00am – 11:00am.   

Invitations were sent home to all CLD 

families in our classrooms at Dr. 

Crisp, Broad St., Fairgrounds, and Mt. 

Pleasant Elementary schools.  The 

library was chosen to provide the 

families the opportunity to get library 

cards, to learn about the resources 

the library has, and to watch a typical  

read-aloud lesson that would occur in 

our classrooms.  Prior to the event, 

surveys were sent home to gather in-

formation regarding our families’ edu-

cational experiences in their native 

countries. 

CLD Families Visit Nashua Public Library 

October 25, 2014 

Nashua Public Library, 2 Court St, Nashua, NH 

 

Library Day!  

Invitation sent to families inviting 

them to our community event.  It was 

translated into Spanish, Vietnamese, 

Mandarin, and Hindi. 



We started by gathering the students on 

the carpet.  Teresa began by pre-

teaching the vocabulary needed to un-

derstand The Important Book by Marget 

Wise Brown, using realia and activating 

the children’s prior knowledge.   

As Beth read the story children were 

able to manipulate the realia by imitat-

ing the actions explained in the book.  

Children were actively engaged  while 

the parents observed the read aloud. 

After the lesson, Teresa modeled the 

activity, which was an extension of the 

book.  They were asked to identify the 

important things about their family in 

words and pictures.  The children moved 

to the tables where families worked to-

gether to complete the activity. 
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Lesson 

 

L IB R AR Y D AY  

The Important Book by Margaret Wise 

 



VO L UME 1,  ISSUE 1  

The discussion began with us sharing about our elementary school experiences and 

how they differ from the practices found in classrooms today. One of the fathers, who 

grew up in the United States commented about how different math is from the way 

he was taught.  “I don’t understand math now,” he remarked.   Then the two mothers 

opened up and shared their experiences of primary school.  
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Discussion 

“Love, teach, lead” 

Mrs. Robinson (Alicia’s mom) 

Vietnamese philosophy for home, 

school, and work 

Activity that was completed by stu-

dents and their family 

School  experience in Vietnam: 

 No public schools 

 Better schools cost more money 

 Entrance exams required for the better 

schools 

 School day began with 15 minutes of 

structured exercise 

 Students individually reviewed lessons 

prior to entering class 

 Students remained quiet throughout the 

day and were monitored by a peer  

 3 infractions led to corporal punishment 

in front of the class 

 Teachers were respected as second 

mothers  

School experience in China: 

 No public schools 

 Kinder through high school had 

to pay for schooling 

 Children from villages went to 

school in the city 

 School was conducted in Manda-

rin which was often different 

from the home dialect 

 Children were not allowed to talk 

to in class 

 “Good morning teacher” & “Good 

bye teacher” were the only spo-

ken words by children, unless 

they were spoken to 

 If  rules were broken, erasers 

may be thrown at the students 
 



Take-aways 
 

 One of our biggest take-aways was the idea that these parents had to pay to go to 

school when they were younger.   Thus education was much more valued in these coun-

tries among the children and the parents.  Even if parents could not afford to pay 

for children to go to school, the classrooms up to third grade had large windows, in 

which children could stand outside and observe the lessons being taught.  After third 

grade they were unable to look in and had to pay if they wanted an education. 

 The perception of the mother from Vietnam who felt our behavioral expectations 

were too lenient.  She feels that strict classroom management should begin as soon as 

they enter school. 

 Parents need assistance and help to access what our community has to offer. 

 Modeling of literacy practices may help parents find ways to interact and engage 

their children in literacy activities at home. 

 The mother from China was similar to many of our CLD students who enter a school 

where the language in school is not the same as the home language. 
 

 

Remembering our reading about acculturation 

we were able to show our parents that their 

cultures are an asset to their children’s education.  With use of the sur-

veys and through our discussions at the library we were able to access 

the parent’s funds of knowledge.  By continuing to send 

home family surveys and personally inviting our CLD par-

ents to come in to share their culture in our class, we will 

continue to utilize their funds of knowledge and be able 

to incorporate their culture into our classrooms.   

Connections 


